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Legislators Introduce Legislation to Reform Administrative Rules

(Madison)...Representative Joan Ballweg (R-Markesan) and Senators Nass (R-Whitewater) and
Darling (R-River Hills) introduced legislation to provide additional legislative oversight on the
administrative rulemaking process and reform the procedures for repealing outdated and
burdensome rules.

This proposal is an evolution of the Assembly’s Red Tape Review project and initiatives by the
Governor to clean up outdated and burdensome rules. The proposed bill allows better legislative
checks on state agencies and the administrative rulemaking process, and creates a process to
continually review agency rules.

“Speaker Vos tasked me with the Red Tape Review project to see that the nearly 1800 chapters
of administrative code are reviewed by the Assembly Standing Committees. This proposal will
make the review of administrative code an ongoing process and in some cases, vastly simplify

the rules process,” said Ballweg.

Five procedures are created under this bill: (1) an expedited procedure for agencies to repeal
unauthorized rules; (2) a process for agencies to regularly review rules; (3) a process for agencies
to regularly review new enactments to determine how they affect current rules; (4) a process for
the Legislative Reference Bureau to biennially report to the legislature on rules in need of
revision; (5) a process for the Joint Committee for Review of Administrative Rules to request a
retrospective economic impact analysis on existing rules.

Under current law, to repeal an administrative rule the agency must go through the promulgation
process which can take a year or more and is resource and time intensive. There is also nothing
that requires agencies to continually review their rules or new enactments, so the process will
vary from agency to agency or not happen at all.

“Right now, it’s difficult for small business owners to know which rules apply to them and
which are outdated,” Darling said, “This bill eliminates outdated rules from the books and gives

our rules a thorough check-up to make sure they are accurate, fair, and clear.”
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